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The A.C.A.T. Tale  

òOh, no!! My owner is gone. It seems like Iõve been 

alone forever. Sure, there is new food every day but 

Iõm not that interested in eating. I feel so alone.  

I felt like that for weeks. Then, someone came in 

and gently pushed me into a big plastic box. I ended 

up in a really big cage, with a cushy warm bed. Peo-

ple touched me lovingly but I was so scared. I didnõt 

want to live, wouldnõt eat or drink. So, every few 

hours someone put food in my mouth and gave me 

something really cold under my skin that I did not 

enjoy (subcutaneousð Sub Qñfluids are given when 

dehydrated). 

Iõm still not sure who these well-meaning people are 

but eventually I felt like purring ever so slightly. 

Then, I began to eat and drink on my own, and even 

venture out of my bed. I know these people love 

me, and memories of my old life are fading. Still, all 

of this is so new and strange to me.ó 

 

 

 

 

    

This is very likely what òJoyó was thinking when we 

rescued her several months ago. After her owner, 

who often forgot she even had a cat, had to move to 

assisted living, someone learned of Joy. They called 

A.C.A.T.  and we rescued her after she had been 

alone in the apartment for at least two weeks. Ini-

tially, all Joy would do was ball up and sleep, refusing 

to eat or drink on her own. Her check-up at the 

vets showed she was physically healthy, but, accord-

ing to the vet, she was grieving for her owner and 

suffering from a broken heart. Cases like Joyõs are 

the hardest to crack, but in some ways the most 

touching of any of our rescues. 

Joy is an eleven year old Himalayan with just one 

tooth and weighs only five or so pounds. After try-

ing multiple foods, we finally got her to eat on her 

own. But she still needed sub-Q fluids. Appetite 

stimulants and nutritional supplements helped her to 

òlearnó to eat and drink again and today she is eating 

without the need for them. During the day, Joy is  

òinactiveó unless she is coaxed, but at night she 

comes alive! She always purrs when petted or 

picked up. After the stroke of midnight, she turns 

into a love-bug. 

Joy needs a special, quiet home. She ignores, and still 

dislikes, most other cats. With encouragement and 

patience she will show her love, but in a subtle way. 

The right adopter will help her relax, feel safe and 

loved, and eventually become more sociable.  

A.C.A.T.  

Albuquerque       

Cat Action Team 

P.O. Box 51683   

Albuquerque, NM  

87181-1683        

505-323-2228    

(323-ACAT) 

Weõre on the Web    

www.albcat.com 

There is ONLY 

ONE A.C.A.T.!! 

And we show our 

kitties ONLY AT 

PETSMART  

(Wyoming &   

Academy) 

Friday: 4-8 

Saturday: 11 -5 

Sunday: 12-5           

Come by for a visit 

or to find a special 

friend! 



 

 

Board of Directors                                         

Please 

remember the 

kitties in your 

donation plans

ð they need 

your help and 

your 

donations to 

A.C.A.T. are 

tax deductible. 
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A.C.A.T.õs An-

nual Meeting/

Volunteer Ap-

preciation 

Party will be 

held on April 

9, 2008, from 6

-8 p.m. All 

members and 

friends in good 

standing are 

invited to at-

tend. Please 

call 323-2228 

for additional 

information. 

Chairman 

Ben Heyward 

 

Director of Finance & Operations 

Cindy Richards 

 

Director of Policies & Standards 

Craig Richards 

 

Director of Special Projects & Volunteers 

Marilyn Heyward 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Founder 

Cindy Richards 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Newsletter Layout & Design: Tracy Johnson 

Newsletter Editor: Cindy Richards 

 

Web Site Administrator 

Steve Kubica 

 

Web Site Photo Managers 

Lucinda & Matt OõNuska 

Marilyn Heyward 

 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Silvia Eastman 

 

Data Coordinators 

Alice McNew 

Lucinda OõNuska 

 

Raffle Coordinator 

Lauren Wells 

 

A.C.A.T.  

Mission Statement  
To provide a safe haven in the form of foster 
homes for stray, orphaned, abused and ne-
glected cats and kittens in the Albuquerque 

metropolitan area. 

To provide veterinary care to the cats and 
kittens who come into our program and to 

ensure that all cats and kittens who are 
adopted through our organization are spayed 

or neutered before adoption. 

To relocate cats and kittens into permanent, 
loving homes through our adoption program. 

To educate the public regarding the necessity 
of spay/neuter and responsible pet ownership, 
and to provide counseling and advice regarding 

cat behavioral and care issues. 

To welcome all volunteers into A.C.A.T., 
where respect and support are extended to all. 

To limit cat over-population by engaging in the 
trap-neuter-return of feral cats in our       

community. 

To provide low-cost spay and neuter. 

  

Calendar of Events  

Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday: Adoption 

clinics held at PetSmart, Academy &          

Wyoming.  Friday 4-8, Saturdays 11-5, & Sundays 

12-5. Call 323-2228 for more information. 

 March 1:  A.C.A.T. Raffle tickets go on sale. Use           

and copy the page of tickets in this newsletter,    

visit our adoption center to get tickets, or call     

323-2228 to request tickets. 

March 16: A.C.A.T. celebrates 8th Anniversary! 

April 9:  6-8 p.m. A.C.A.T. Annual Meeting and Vol-

unteer Appreciation Celebration. Contact us at 323-

2228 for additional information. Members and 

friends in good standing are invited to attend. 

May 10-11: The Enchanted Cat Club sponsors The 

International Cat Association (TICA) Feline Fiesta, 

Expo New Mexico. Come visit and shop at 

A.C.A.T.õs fabulous gift table for cat lovers, patron-

ize the other vendors, and meet beautiful purebred 

cats from around the country. For additional infor-

mation, call Vickie at 897-0464  
A.C.A.T. is a registered 501 (c)(3) non-profit organiza-

tion. Your donations and memberships are tax deducti-

ble to the extent permitted by law. 

Help celebrate 

A.C.A.T.õs 8th 

birthday with a gift 

to the cats...theyõll 

appreciate it so 

much!!! 
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To continue the tribute to our volunteers who are the Heartbeat of ACAT, I feel it important to 
recognize a special group of volunteers that embodies the very spirit of ACAT and what we 

represent. I feel it is better described like this:      

2:15 am.                                                                                                                                               
The alarm goes off on this cold and blustery night. òOh noð it canõt beð it seems I just got to 
bed! I remember now. They must be hungryó. As I make my way to the warm sleeping place 
where four tiny kittens are wrapped up into each other I wonder if I should just let them 
sleep. Adjusting my eyes to the sudden light, I start to prepare the bottles with the formula 
designed to give these soon-to-be four legged tornados the nourishment they need. At this 

age they need a lot of attention but at 2:15 in the morning, the tiny bottles will do. 

2:23 am.                                                                                                                                                   
The bottles with formula are ready. OKð whoõs first? As I gently wrap my fingers around a 
warm, furry, sleeping body I note that they are the same size as a candy bar. Unhappy with 
being disturbed he lets out a gruntð then a cry. Fortunately his objection lasts just long 
enough to be overcome by hunger when he realizes he is about to get a warm, full tummy of 
good stuff! He fights it at first but soon realizes what he is supposed to do and proceeds to 
swallow the contents. After a few minutes he is ready for the next ritualð burping. Somehow 

there seems to be a sense of pride when you hear this tiny creature make that familiar sound!   

2:28 am.                                                                                                                                               
The ritual is repeated until all have been fed, burped and cleaned up. You note that as soon as 

they are placed back into the sleeping spot, they zonk out immediately.   

2:48 am.                                                                                                                                                 
Set the alarm for 4:45 a.m. and climb back into bed knowing that soon enough, those four tiny 

lives will be up and playing, making your alarm clock obsolete.   

The undying spirit of the kindhearted Samaritan that volunteers their time, love, and passion 
never complains about what many would consider an òinconvenienceó. This is an ACAT Fos-
ter Parent. While not all fosters bottle feed newborn kitties, they all share the same common 
belief that you can make a difference in this world by giving these fascinating creatures a sec-

ond chance. 

Thank you for caring and being a part of our family.  

-Ben Heyward, Chairman                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meowy  Thank You PetSmart  

Sincere thanks to PetSmart for showing their generosity in so many 
ways. PetSmart Charities and our PetSmart store (Academy & Wyo-

ming) have shown outstanding support to A.C.A.T. since we began part-
nering with them in September 2007. It is a pleasure to be their partner 
and we hope you will patronize the store to show your support for their 

assistance to A.C.A.T.  

 

Ben Heyward recalls 

late night bottle 

feedings: 

òThe bottles with 

formula are ready. 

OKð whoõs first? As 

I gently wrap my 

fingers around a 

warm, furry, sleeping 

body...he lets out a 

grunt-then a cry...his 

objection lasts just 

long enough to be 

overcome by hun-

ger.ó 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

PETSMART  

Heartbeat of 

ACAT 



 

 

Tinkersõ Triumph:  Part Two 
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 In the last issue, we introduced you to Tinker, an 

adorable calico kitten with a rare leg deformity that 

presented problems for her. She suffered from a 

condition where unequal growth of leg bones causes 

joint instability and flat feet. If left untreated, she 

would have life-long problems and pain because her 

feet would splay and be too weak to carry her 

weight. So, at the tender age of two weeks, splints 

were put on Tinkerõs legs in hopes of correcting her 

condition. The probability of success was unknown 

as this is a rare condition in cats, but without the 

splints, her future pain and problems were a cer-

tainty. 

The splints prevented Tinker from nursing so she 

had to be bottle fed. Tinker was cared for by loving 

foster parents and four weeks and many vet visits 

later, she was free of splints! She returned to her 

mom and siblings, and to her original òhuman momó. 

Tinker and her mom were adopted by her human 

mom, whose love for them is clear. 

Today, Tinker is a beautiful long-haired teen-age 

calico who shows no signs of her birth deformity. 

Many thanks to the vets who assessed and treated 

Tinker: Dr. True Ballas at Canyon Crossroads Ani-

mal Hospital, and Drs. Danois Salas and Nicole Vigil 

at Uptown Cat Hospital. Particular thanks also to 

the very special volunteers who raised herð Marilyn 

Heyward and Ryan DeMares. 

 

 

Maisy: Settled Now, No Longer Driving!!  

You may recall the story of Maisy, in our December 2007 issue. Maisy was an 18 year old deaf cat recover-

ing from an abscess and homelessness. Well, Maisy is back with her childhood owner where she continues 

to put on weight and recover. She is enjoying her retirement by sleeping on the kitchen chairs and sharp-

ening her claws on the firewood. Maisy now responds to her ownerõs sign language and even watches her 

hands for messages.  Maisyõs owner sayõs, òI want to thank A.C.A.T. for all of the kindness, patience, and 

generosity that you showed Maisy and me. You are a special blessing in our lives.ó 

We want to thank the vets (Uptown Cat Hospital and Canyon Crossroads Animal Hospital) and Julia, 

Maisyõs owner, for giving Maisy the life she so deserves. 

 

 

Corporate Sponsors  

Maisy relaxing during her 

stay with  an A.C.A.T. 

foster home. 

Tinker getting used 

to walking on her 

splints.  One step at 

a time, Tinker! 

Direct Support for Our Cats  

Albuquerque Cat Clinic 

Best Friends Pet Cremation Services 

Canyon Crossroads Animal Hospital 

Northview Animal Hospital 

PetSmart  

Uptown Cat Hospital 

VCA on Montgomery 

VETCO on Menaul 

VETCO of Valencia County 

Other Businesses & Foundation Support  

ABQ Mini Storage 

A Full House Estate Sales 

Barnes & Noble Booksellersð Coronado 

Diamond Trust Fund for the Central Minnesota 
Community Foundation 

Enchanted Cat Club 

Fast Signs on Menaul 

Gap, Inc. Giving Campaign 

New Mexico Charities 

PETCO 

PetSmart Charities 

PetSmart (Wyoming & Academy)  

Purina Rally to Rescue 

SpeedZone Print & Copy 

Tomõs Photo and Ink 

The Flower Company 

The International Cat Association (TICA)  

The Mechanic 

United Way of New Mexico 

 

Enormous  

thanks to 

our gener-

ous spon-

sors. We 

encourage 

you to  sup-

port them. 



 

 

Become part of 
the solution.  As 
a foster parent 
youõll not only 
help homeless 
cats but you will 
also discover 
that your 
compassion 
helps you grow 
as a person. You 
will find yourself 
rejoicing in the 
knowledge that 
you are helping 
innocent and 
needy cats in 
your community. 
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Without foster homes, thousands of innocent home-

less cats would not get the last chance they so de-

serve. Countless numbers of cats already end up 

abandoned on the streetð sick, hungry, staying alive by 

their basic instincts. The lucky ones end up in shelters 

where their fates are very uncertain.  The very lucky 

ones end up in foster homes. Each year hundreds of 

Albuquerqueõs homeless cats find their own òforeveró, 

adoptive home through A.C.A.T. because foster par-

ents were available for them. Foster parents like 

Charles, who says: 

 òFostering gives me an opportunity to give a cat 

or kitten a chance to find a good home in which to live a 

long, happy life. This is as simple as finding some space in 

my home where the cat is comfortable. Sure, it means I 

have to clean that area, and need to care for, feed, play 

and give affection. But, to me, itõs worth so much more 

than anything I bring to the equation.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of fostering is to provide a home for a 

cat until he finds his own loving, permanent home. 

Foster parents raise, train, nurture, love and care for 

their foster cats. They rehabilitate their spirits, bodies, 

emotions, and attitudes. Every foster parent does one 

of the most difficult things in life: letting go of some-

thing they love. Yet, they also get a special joy in 

knowing that they have helped an innocent and needy 

cat have another chance at a good life. As another 

foster parent, Marta, told us: 

 òYes, fostering is care and commitment and 

takes time: weekly adoption clinic trips, vet visits, shots 

appointments and sometimes emergencies. But itõs all 

definitely worthwhile when you consider the results: a 

home for a kitty who had a bleak chance if left on his 

own. Fostering means giving up a friend youõve come to 

love but brings joy in knowing this friend will now have a 

loving family for life.ó 

Fostering is not all work and no play.  Consider, for 

example, the exploits of one of our foster cats as told 

by her foster mom. Miyanna: 

 While cooking one day, I had been very dis-

tracted trying to keep my four month old fosters from 

jumping on the stove. I half-consciously opened the refrig-

erator to get out some eggs and shut the door. Suddenly, I 

heard a very odd banging noise. It seemed to be coming 

from the refrigerator?! Before I could even manage to 

open the door and look for the source of the noise, out 

popped a panicked kitten! (Good thing the appliances at 

my place are old and not super air tight!) Carlotta had 

stuck her head thru the handles of a plastic shopping bag 

filled with apples. She flew through the house in a pan-

icked tear with the bag of fruit rattling and banging behind 

her. When I finally caught her the apples were more like 

applesauce. Fortunately, she never managed to get shut in 

there again!!!ó 

Often, people tell us they just couldnõt bear to part 

with any foster cat so they never agree to try foster-

ing. Yet, we have foster families who foster because 

their teenage children want to do something to help 

cats. We wish that more adults would take a cue from 

these special young people, who handle the emotional 

ups and downs of fostering very well. 

The demand for foster homes far exceeds their 

availability. The simple reality is that we can 

only help as many cats as we have foster 

homes for. If you think that you could become a 

foster parent for a cat, please contact us at 323-2228 

and leave a message, visit our website and download 

the foster application and mail it in, or stop by our 

adoption 

events and fill 

out a foster 

parent appli-

cation. You'll 

feel good 

about reach-

ing out to 

help, we 

guarantee 

it!  

 

They Always Touch Your Heart  

Jack & Gnarles 

Saki  

These kitties are just a 
few fostered by Tracy 
& David:   

òWe always wanted to 
foster cats and when a 
stray named Gnarles 
arrived at our door, he 
gave us that  needed 
push to contact 
A.C.A.T.  Happily, 
Gnarles is a permanent 
member of the family 
and we still make room  
for fosters in our home.ó 


