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The A.C.A.T. Tale  
HOW A TUX BECAME A TRIPOD:  

 THE STORY OF ONE COURAGEOUS CAT  

Eight years ago, a tiny black tux-
edo kitten wandered onto the car 

lot owned by Duke Powell, a.k.a. 
Mr. P.  The large resident dog 

accepted him and even allowed 

the little kitten to eat his dog 
food!  His story is one of courage, 

perseverance and endurance as he 
weathered the harsh life of an 

outdoor cat. 

He may have been nameless, but 

he sure was a beautiful òcar-lot 

cat.ó  Plus, having no given name 
didnõt prevent him from making his 

mark--the lotõs employees knew 
that he fathered countless kittens 

over the years in this south valley 

neighborhood.  Being quite the 
òkingó, he also prevented any 

other cat from taking up residence 

on or near the car lot. 

He always kept a safe distance 
away from most humans and only 

allowed Mr. P. close enough for 

occasional petting.  When he was 
three or four years old, he suf-

fered a serious injury to his face 
from a fight that almost cost him 

an eyeéhis body rose to the chal-

lenge and luckily it remained in-

tact.   

However, this strong cat would 
suffer several other injuries by the 

time he was eight.  During one of 
his territorial fights, he contracted 

feline immunodeficiency virus, or 

FIV.  FIV is commonly called òcat 

aidsó.   

Recently, he showed up at the car 
lot office with what looked like a 

broken leg.  Eddie Calhoun, who 
works at the lot and had a soft 

spot in his heart for this cat, asked 
A.C.A.T. to help.  We found that 

the leg needed a specialized type 

of setting in order to heal cor-
rectly, so Eddie took his special 

charge to Santa Fe for this surgery 
(and neutering), paid for by 

A.C.A.T. 

òCató, as Eddie called him, came 

home with metal paraphernalia 
(called an external fixator) that 

included screws tying bones to-

gether and pins going from the 
bone to an external rod, reducing 

the pressure on  the bones during 
healing.  One night, Cat escaped 

from the car lot office and got 

seriously injured again.  This time 
he shattered the leg completely; 

the surgery was thus for naught, 
since there was no way to repair 

the damage or salvage the leg.  
Catõs rear leg had to be ampu-

tated. 

Once again, A.C.A.T. stepped in.  
By now, Cat had become one ex-

pensive cat! Mostly, we were sad-
dened by the many challenges 

ahead of him.  In addition to having 

a chronic and eventually fatal dis-
ease, Cat would need to learn to 

live with only three legs, joining 
the ranks of what we commonly 

call òtripodsó, like the 3 legged 

stand used to a hold camera or flip 
chart. And, he had to learn to be-

come an indoor cat, after always 
living outside and keeping his dis-

tance from most humans. 

He still has the incredible courage 

and survival skills he has shown 

throughout his life. He has tamed 
up quickly, showing real affection 

for his new òmomó and òdadó who 
have officially named him Kat Kat.  

He is still learning to balance him-

self and bunny hop as a òtripodó, 
and is living in òsanctuaryó with a 

family for life because of his FIV.  
We know with certainty in our 

hearts that the rest of Kat Katõs 

journey will be successful and safe. 

If you can help defray some of the 

costs associated with Kat Katõs 
care, please contact A.C.A.T. at 

323-2228 or send in your tax de-
ductible donation to P.O. Box 

51683, Albuquerque, NM  87181.  

You can also make a credit card 
donation by going thru òNetwork 

for Goodó on the internet.  Please 
indicate on all donations that they 

are for òKat Kató. 

by Cynthia Richards & Marilyn 

Heyward  

 

A.C.A.T.  

P.O. Box 51683  

Albuquerque, NM  

87181-1683 

505.323.2228 

(323.ACAT)  

Weõre on the Web 

www.albcat.com 

Albuquerqueõs First 
&Premiere Cat Only 

Rescue Group! 

We show our kitties 
at PETSMART 
(Wyoming & Academy)        

on: 

Friday: 4-8          
Saturday: 11 -5      
Sunday: 12-5 

Come by to visit or 
to find a special new  

friend!  

To learn more 

about FIV  & 

òtripodsó see page 3 
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A.C.A.T. Mission Statement  

To provide a safe haven in the form of fos-
ter homes for stray, orphaned, abused and 
neglected cats and kittens in the Albuquer-

que metropolitan area. 

To provide veterinary care to the cats and 
kittens who come into our program and to 
ensure that all cats and kittens who are 
adopted through our organization are 
spayed or neutered before adoption. 

To relocate cats and kittens into perma-
nent, loving homes through our adoption 

program. 

To educate the public regarding the neces-
sity of spay/neuter and responsible pet 
ownership, and to provide counseling and 
advice regarding cat behavioral and care 

issues. 

To welcome all volunteers into A.C.A.T., 
where respect and support are extended to 

all. 

To limit cat over-population by supporting 
the trap-neuter-return of feral cats in our 

community. 

To  provide low-cost spay and neuter. 

Kittens, Kittens, and 

More Kittens  

The kitten season is 

now upon us!  We 

thought it might be use-

ful if we provided some 

useful pointers and ad-

vice to those who come across those 

sweet little bundles of fur.  Throughout 

this newsletter you will find òKitten 101ó. 

These quick and easy bullets will give use-

ful information should you find one or 

more kittens needed your help. 

The Gift                

A poem by J. M. 

Berry  

Eyes fearful,   

paws worn 

A sorrowful sight 

So forlorn  

Love they said 

would be the cure 

For the suffering 

You had endured 

So our family grew 

that day 

We brought you 

home                    

With us youõd stay 

Slowly, gently the 

bond it grew 

Faithful, loyal     

Loving, true 

Looking back itõs 

so unclear                

How we got by  

Without you here 

Trusted             

companion,                         

Devoted friend 

You give and give    

It never ends 

They said we were 

a gift to you 

But now we know-

Who rescued who 

Pleaseð our kitties need your help!!! 

Support our annual raffle by    

buying and selling tickets.  

See Page 8 & 9 
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The spirit of A.C.A.T. was front & center at the 2007 Annual Meeting held in March 2008.  Approximately 

forty volunteers came to visit and to enjoy the good results of A.C.A.T.õs work in the Albuquerque com-

munity.  Being an organization with a òno killó policy, A.C.A.T. saved the lives of 150 cats and kittens in 

2007 by screening potential adopters and placing these graceful creatures into good homes.  These results 

however, would not be possible without the hard work of our volunteers and the many contributors who 

helped fund the overall effort. 

While it is difficult to reward each volunteer in a manner appropriate for their contribution, A.C.A.T. does 

recognize one volunteer who truly stands out among the others.  This recognition comes as A.C.A.T.õs 

Volunteer of The Year award.  The award goes to the most outstanding volunteer who not only gives their 

valuable time to assist with the many functions of A.C.A.T., but who exhibits the passion and love for our 

cause in a way that embraces the very spirit of A.C.A.T. 

Each year, it becomes increasingly difficult to choose one individual among many potential recipients but 

with much deliberation and thought, Alice McNew was chosen as A.C.A.T.õs Volunteer of the Year.  I had 

the distinct honor of presenting her with this award at our Annual meeting. Aliceõs tireless efforts made a 

significant contribution to the organization where she clearly went above and beyond the norm. 

As one of the volunteers who manages our data logs tracking cats and their basic medical care, Alice over-

sees a critically important component of our quality animal care management.  She is an essential member 

of the adoption clinic teams that work at PetSmart during the weekends, and helps clean and set up on 

Fridays, pack up on Sundays, screen potential adopters and help with contracts and other paperwork.  

Alice fosters both adult cats and kittens, and coordinates and performs some of the vaccinations for our 

foster cats.  As if this was not enough, Alice also routinely helps with special events, like the two cat shows 

we attend, PetSmartõs Santa Claws pictures in December, and holiday gift wrap. 

In all her interactions, Alice is considerate, mature, professional and caring.  We love her for so many rea-

sons, and hope to be able to see her achieve her dream of attending school in Albuquerque to become a 

veterinary technician---she would make a terrific one!!  So, again, from all of us to you, Alice, our sincere 

thanks for all you do to help the kitties and A.C.A.T.  It just wouldnõt be the same without you! 

-by Ben Heyward, Chairman 

The Heartbeat of A.CA.T.   

Alice McNew ac-

cepting her award 

from Chairman Ben 

Heyward at 

A.C.A.T.õs Annual 

meeting! 

Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV)  results in suppression of a catõs immune system, 

compromising the catõs ability to fight off infection.  Cats with FIV are vulnerable to a wide 

variety of bacteria, viruses, and fungi that normally are harmless to a healthy cat.  Evidence 

suggests that the primary mode of transmission is through bite wounds, which may explain 

why the cats most likely to become infected are free-roaming, un-neutered males prone to 

territorial fighting.  It does not spread through casual contact among cats.  FIV is specific to 

cats and does not infect other species.  Estimates suggest that 3 million cats are infected with 

FIV in the U.S.  However, a diagnosis of FIV is not necessarily cause for alarm.  The virus has 

a relatively long incubation period and a cat who tests FIV positive may live a long, quality life. 

For more information, consult your veterinarian.   

Lt. Dan  

A.C.A.T. has helped a 

number of cats who 

lost limbs due to acci-

dents or injury.  There 

was Merlin who was 

hit by a car and lost his 

back rear leg.  He cast 

a magical spell on eve-

ryone who met him, 

and found a loving 

home with a mom who 

cared for other 

òspecial needsó cats.  

And there was Ronji, 

who lived in a feral 

colony but suffered a 

severe injury that cost 

him a rear leg.  Bonnie 

Jean suffered such 

severe abuse that she 

lost a leg from it.  Fire 

& Rescue workers 

found sisters Amy and 

Lt. Dan (a female!) as 

kittens, huddled under 

a water tank.  Amy lost 

a leg because of a dog 

attack, and Lt. Dan lost 

BOTH rear legs due to 

a similar injury.  Amy 

was adopted and Lt. 

Dan became the òclinic 

cató at Albuquerque 

Cat Clinic.  Amazingly, 

Dan gets around just 

fine!   
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Put Your Cat Out to Play --In a Catio! 
Many people let their kitties ex-
perience the outdoors without 

compromising their safety, not to 
mention, the neighborhood birdsõ 

safety, and complying with city law. 

Albuquerque ranks among the 
growing number of metropolitan 

areas that have leash laws for cats, 
but while most cats can be leash 

trained, not all people have time or 
inclination to be walked by their 

cat. (I once introduced a 14-year-

old cat to the leash when we had 
to travel together across country 

by car, and was surprised to see 
how quickly she adapted.) If you 

live in housing where modifications 

can be made to the yard or to the 
structure of the residence, an add-

on or free-standing enclosure is 

the perfect answer.  

I was determined to provide an 
òoutdoor experienceó for my mul-

tiple-cat family, which includes a 

feral and a young fellow who has 
been blind from birth. I reviewed 

the variety of innovative off-the-
shelf cat-enclosures available 

through online dealers. I selected a 

style for its suitability to the unique 
terrain of my yard. The modules 

arrived at my doorstep soon after I 
placed my order, and the basic 

structure was launched into ser-

vice over a three-day weekend.  

Installing the 90-ft. mesh oval was 

grunt work that required hired 
help with a sledge hammer to drive 

the metal anchoring jackets into 
the ground.  But, planning and 

completing the interior design and 

furniture was pure creativity and 

fun! 

The chief furniture addition was a 
custom-built chicken coup with 

three interior compartments and 
access from four sides. This 

unlikely little dwelling immediately 

became the focal point for bird-
watching, eating, and just stowing 

away in the middle compartment--
a real inner sanctum. The litter 

box nests conveniently underneath 

the coup, well protected from the 
occasional rain downpour. Half a 

dozen bales of strategically stacked 
straw placed against the back side 

of the coup create a system of 
tunnels, nooks and crannies--

havens that are cool in the sum-

mer and warm in the winter. For 
moments of pure decadence, I 

planted catnip liberally around the 

pen. 

The rest of the things that have 

gone into the creation of the 
òcatioó are items I found or recy-

cled. To name a few of these spe-
cial features:  strings of old Christ-

mas lights illuminate the enclosure 
perimeter at night; a discarded 

vehicle roof-rack propped upright 

serves as a feline jungle-gym; drift-
wood provides scratching posts 

and boulders are perches.  

Extra mesh completely closes in 

the top of the enclosure even 

though the manufacturer designed 
a scale-proof overhang into the 

system's framework. The supple-
mentary mesh addition gives com-

plete assurance that my cats can't 
get out of the catio, and just as 

importantly, that neighborhood 

cats won't drop in.  

By the time the catio was com-

plete, the next-door neighbors 
were marveling over it. They may 

have been thinking òIs that lady off 

her rockeró?  But publicly they 
dubbed the creation the òcatio." 

What a perfect name! I've used it 

ever since. 

What form might your own 
òcatioó take? See the photos for 

ideas that have worked for others, 

then research and brainstorm your 
own. Your cats will love you all the 

more--if that is possible. 

by Ryan DeMares 

 

 

 

View from outside the yard with mesh covering 

and a view from inside the yard; looking into 

the Catio, you can see the cats having fun and 

getting exercise in the fresh air. 

With just a little 

creativity and brain-

storming, you too, 

can create a safe 

haven for your 

òwildó cat.  David & 

Tracy Johnson vol-

unteer & foster for 

A.C.A.T.  They went 

to the D.I.Y. store 

and purchased a 

small pet door and 

attached it to a win-

dow at ground level.  

After that was com-

plete, they used two

- by-fours to build a 

box. Plastic covered 

mesh wiring (so the 

kitties wouldnõt get 

hurt) was secured 

with a staple gun to 

complete the small 

enclosure.  Within a 

day the cats were 

outside, taking cat 

naps in the warm 

afternoon sun! 

Kittens 101  

Generally, kittens 

walk in an uncoordi-

nated manner by 

the time they are 25 

days old  


