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Weõre on the Web    

www.albcat.com   

We have new hours 

at PetSmart to   

better accommodate 

adopters.  Please 

stop by or tell your 

friends about us! 
A.C.A.T. is at 
PetSmart on    
Wyoming and 

Academy 

Friday 4pm~8pm 

Saturday 
10am~6pm 

Sunday 12pm~4pm 

Adoption Spotlight  

LULU ð A PRINCESS KITTY LOOKING FOR A CASTLE 

TO CALL HER OWN  
Lulu is a beautiful tabi-co, one part tabby, one part calico, who needs a lov-

ing forever home. She has been in foster care for little over a year. Lulu is 

very shy around other cats and needs a home where she is the only kitty. 

She was surrendered by a family with a lot of children and this has created 

a  lot of fear in her, so a quiet home is best suited to her nature. Lulu loves 

to be around her human companions once trust is gained; it may take some 

time but before you know it she will come to rub against your feet; sleep at 

the foot your bed, and want her chin stroked. She is not a lap cat, she is 

very independent; likes to spend her days taking cozy cat naps or bird 

watching. Currently she lives with four cats and a dog, who she gets along 

with, but Lulu deserves a forever home that she can call her own. A place 

where she can be the queen of the castle! 

 

Lulu has been waiting a long time for her òforever homeó.  Please come meet and visit this very 

special kitty at her fosterõs home.  Call A.C.A.T. at  323-2228 for an  appointment. 

In March, 

A.C.A.T. cele-

brated our 9th birth-

day.  In the past 9 

years, we have: 

Adopted 2,200 cats and kittens into their 

loving, forever homes! 

Helped and handled cases involving 3,500 

cats! 

Treated 150 foster cats who had serious or 

even life-threatening injuries or illness! 

Sterilized about 3,500 cats through our 

foster, feral and spay/neuter programs! 

Subsidized the care for almost 100 cats in 

dire need of treatment for a gamut of  

problems! 

PRAYER FOR 

2009 
Here's to a wonderful 2009, 

filled with good things for 

ALL animals.  May this be 

the year all shelters are emptied of all but lost 

pets waiting for their worried owners to claim 

them.  May this be the year that backyard breed-

ers and puppy mills, and the pet stores who sup-

port them, go out of business due to lack of de-

mand.  May this be the year that spay and neuter 

becomes as common and accepted as eating and 

drinking.  May this be the year we turn the hearts 

of all mankind toward pet adoption; may all zero-

pet homes become one-pet homes, and may all 

one-pet homes become two-pet homes.  May all 

the lonely people out there be matched up with 

a warm, furry friend who changes their life for-

ever.  May this be the year that all adoptable pets 

go to the warm, loving homes they so richly de-

serve.  
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A.C.A.T. is a regis-

tered 501 (c) (3) non -

profit organization.  

Your donations and 

memberships are tax 

deductible to the ex-

tent permitted by law  

DONõT MISS  THE T.I.C.A.  FELINE  FIESTA  CAT SHOW 

SPONSO RED  BY THE  ENCHANTED  CAT CLUB  

MAY 9 -10, 2009 
Be sure to mark your calendar to attend the T.I.C.A. Cat Show sponsored by The Enchanted Cat 

Club, the greatest cat show on earth!  Show dates and hours are Saturday & Sunday, May 9 th  

& 10 th , 9am-4pm .  The show is located in the School Arts Building, New Mexico State Fair-

grounds.  We will have our famous gift table with items to delight all cat lovers and 

copies of literature about A.C.A.T.!!  The proceeds help raise money and help us provide care 

for the kitties!  Please show your support for the cause and come visit us, the many 

other vendors .  Plan to be òwowedó by the scores of beautiful cats at the show!! For more in-

formation on this show please visit www.EnchantedCatClub.com or call us at 323-2228.   

ITõS A WRAP!! 
Our gratitude goes out to BARNES & NOBLE BOOKSELLERS AT CORONADO Mall for championing A.C.A.T.õs 

cause.  Rob Cotton, Community Relations Manager, and all the staff at the Coronado Barnes & Noble, helped A.C.A.T. 

end our year with a fantastic bang!  A.C.A.T. volunteers did an impressive job wrapping òbillionsó of patronsõ gift items 

starting the day after Thanksgiving all the way through to Christmas Eve.  Our heartfelt thanks go to Rob and all the 

folks at Barnes & Noble for their terrific support and help, and to each of our special volunteers who gave their own 

time and energy so generously to raise funds to help our cats. 

YOU ALL DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB FOR THE CATS!! 

SANTA CLAWS LEAVES DOLLARS IN HIS TRACKS!  
Many thanks to everyone who helped make PetSmartõs Santa Claws fund raiser a success!  Our Santas, photographers 

and òelf helpersó showed great talent, dexterity and ingenuity as they held and photographed dogs and cats of all sizes 

and personalities.  We had lots of fun, made many families very happy with their Santa-pet photos, and helped to make 

this fundraiser a real success for all!  A.C.A.T. received a portion of the cost of each photo and we know our kitties 

appreciate all the dogs and cats who came out to support them!  High Five to Santa Claws!! 

PET SMART  HOLIDAY  GIVING  PROGRAM  AWARDS 

A.C.A.T.  GRANT  
We are thrilled to announce that PetSmart Charities has given a grant to A.C.A.T. made possible by our communityõs 

generous donations to the 2008 Holiday Giving Program (formerly known as the Wish Tree program).  This money 

will fund direct care for our foster cats, including sterilization, vaccinations, tests and other medical or surgical care 

needed prior to adoption. 

This program depends entirely on the generosity of PetSmart shoppers in our community.  To all of you who sup-

ported this program, please accept our appreciation and be assured that your generosity will help many needy cats we 

rescue.  Thanks also to PetSmart Charities for their championing of the cause, spirit and deeds related to outstanding 

animal rescue and adoption throughout the country, and here in Albuquerque. 

 

A.C.A.T Mission Statement  

To provide a safe haven in the form of foster homes for stray, orphaned, abused and neglected 

cats and kittens in the Albuquerque metropolitan area. 

To provide veterinary care to the cats and kittens who come into our program and to ensure 
that all cats and kittens who are adopted through our organization are spayed or neutered 

before adoption. 

To relocate cats and kittens into permanent, loving homes through our adoption program. 

To educate the public regarding the necessity of spay/neuter and responsible pet ownership, 

and to provide counseling and advice regarding cat behavioral and care issues. 

To welcome all volunteers into A.C.A.T., where respect and support are extended to all. 

To limit-neuter-return of feral cats in our community. 

To provide low-cost spay and neuter. 

http://www.enchantedcatclub.com/
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Heartbeat of A.C.A.T. --- Ben Heyward, Chairman 

Itõs hard to believe the changes that have taken place since our previous article!  Signs of financial distress are 

seen everywhere and preoccupy the minds of everyone ð including you, our volunteers.  The economy (and 

our donations) may be going in the wrong direction for now but our volunteers remain strong. An important 

point to mention is that donors are also part of our A.C.A.T. family.  If you stop and think of it, anyone donat-

ing money in these hard economic times is a true champion of A.C.A.T.õs spirit.  Many thanks go to all con-

tributors who help keep A.C.A.T. focused on its mission. 

Perhaps the work we do for the welfare of our most gracious feline friends is good therapy for us ð an escape 

to a different world where cats donõt worry about the economy.  Most everyone has heard that people with 
pets have more rewarding and fulfilling lives.  Isnõt it good to know that the worthy work you do for, and the 

time you take out of your lives to spend with, our cats and kittens has such a mutual benefit?  Fundamentally, 

A.C.A.T. isnõt just about cats and kittens, itõs about people too. 

As a volunteer, you can be proud of the fact that you are making a difference in the lives of many.  We have 
volunteers who have rescued countless cats and kittens over the years and given them a safe haven in their 

own homes until we were able to find suitable homes for them.  We have volunteers who will even care for 

abandoned newborn kittens requiring feeding every two hours or so.  These few examples are but a tip of the 

legions of other examples of our volunteersõ endless love for this special species! 

All of this is to say that without you, A.C.A.T. is just another adoption organization.  Because we have you, we 

have the best volunteers around.  This makes you the Heartbeat of A.C.A.T. Thank you so very much for caring. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In all my previous articles, I have never mentioned someone who is at the very center of our heartbeat.  This 

amazing individual is responsible for A.C.A.T.õs heart taking its first beat -- the founder of A.C.A.T., Cindy Rich-
ards.  Nine years ago, Cindy had a vision.  This vision was the result of her experience with other rescue 

groups and her undying love for the welfare of the thousands of unwanted cats in Albuquerque.  After careful 

planning, organizing, and a great deal of hard work by her and dozens of other volunteers, she personally 

funded and created one of the most marvelous organizations in New Mexico, and the first rescue organization 

in New Mexico dedicated exclusively to cats.  Over the years, Cindy has worked tirelessly and sacrificed much 
to make A.C.A.T. the premier cat rescue group.  Her passion and drive assured the resources needed to thrive 

and increase in stature and capacity were always available and growing.  Her outstanding planning and organiza-

tional abilities ensured A.C.A.T. would successfully weather all the ups and downs and challenges that face 

every small non-profit organization.  Her foresight and conviction made certain that A.C.A.T. never lost sight of 

our mission and her vision. 

In 1778, Benjamin Franklin was quoted as saying òThe only thing that never changes, is the propensity for changeó.  I 

say this to announce a very important change for A.C.A.T.  Cindy Richardsõ role with A.C.A.T. is changing, but 

her undying love for cats and kittens will never diminish.  For very personal reasons, and over 13 years in the 
companion animal rescue world, Cindy Richards is altering her role.  Cindy will still serve A.C.A.T. as Financial 

Director, Operational and Foster Care advisor, and will continue to serve as a Director on the Board.  Craig 

Richardsõ role is also changing; many of his responsibilities have been or will be assumed by others.  Craig will 

continue to serve as Director of Policies and Standards on the Board, and will continue to help with adoption 

clinics.  Both will be available for occasional special events. 

With some very meticulous planning, Cindyõs prior responsibilities have already shifted to other terrific volun-

teers who share her vision. Marilyn Heyward and Jennifer Souhrada will help fill the void Cindy leaves.  Marilyn 

will serve as Operations Director and Foster Coordinator, while Jennifer will serve as Volunteer and Fundrais-

ing Coordinator.  This seamless transition of duties has ensured the continued smooth operations of A.C.A.T. 

Please wish A.C.A.T. continued success and feel free to let us know if you think you would like to help in any 

capacity. 

Annual Meeting: 

A.C.A.T.õs      

Annual Meeting & 

Volunteer Appre-

ciation Party will 

be held April 7, 

2009, from 6-8 

p.m.  All members 

and volunteers in 

good standing are 

invited to attend, 

and bring a friend 

or family member.  

Please call us at 

323-2228 to ob-

tain additional in-

formation. 

Jack (above) and 

Lana (below) are just 

two of the many cat  

with special needs 

that A.C.A.T. has 

helped over the years. 
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Annual Raffle  
Make a lucky cat a winner and you 

too may become one!!!  Itõs time 

again for our annual raffle!  Grand 

Prize is 2 round-trip tickets from 

Southwest Airlines (valued at $800).  

There are restaurant gift certificates, 

Lobos tickets, New Mexico 

Symphony tickets and much more!  

Tickets are $2 each or 6 for 

$10.  Use the tickets on the next 

page or get them online or at our 

adoption clinics.  Make copies and 

buy even more or sell them to your 

friends, neighbors, family, co-

workers, etc.  The drawing will be 

held August 22nd.  All tickets mailed 

in to A.C.A.T. must be postmarked 

no later than August 15th. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Chewbacca & 

Yoda  

Trooper  

Danny  

 
Your generous     

donations have  

helped these and 

many other needy 

cats right here in Al-

buquerque!  

A.C.A.T. thanks 

you for your support. 

 

 

Maisy 

Cliffõs Amusement Park 

 

We have partnered with Cliffõs to give 

you some discounted fun!  On Apr. 24th 

& 25th and May 30th & 31st, you can at-

tend Cliffõs by using the coupon provided 

in the newsletter, online at 

www.albcat.com or at our adoption clin-

ics. Receive a discounted ride pass and 

help the kitties too!  What better way to 
spend 2 weekends? Make copies for your 

friends, family, neighbors and everyone 

you know!! 

OPENING YOUR HEART MAKES YOUR HEART STRONGER  
The Mayo Institute found that people who volunteer are stronger physically and mentally and 

have healthier hearts than their non-volunteer counterparts. 

 
If that isnõt enough motivation for you to reach out your paw and touch some little kitty, think 

about this:  If you foster just ONE cat, your heart and soul will be enriched knowing that your 

act of volunteerism has saved a life.  Please, give us a paw and weõll take you down paths you 

never imagined. 


